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town. The first night of his appearance the audience,
not content with clapping, stood up and shouted. His
name is Powell2; he was clerk to Sir Robert Ladbroke,
and so clever in business that his master would have taken
him in partner, but he had an impulse for the stage, was
a Heaven-lorn Jiero, as Mr. Pitt called my Lord Olive. His
figure is fine and voice most sonorous, as they say, for
I wait for the rebound of his fame, and till I can get in,
for at present all the boxes are taken for a month. As
the reputation of this prodigy could not have reached
France, where they have the English disease, they were
content with showering honours on Mr. Garrick ; appointed
a box for him, revived their best plays, and recalled their
veteran actors. Their Helvetius, whose book has drawn
such persecution on him, and the persecution such fame,
is coming to settle here, and brings two Miss Helvetiuses,
with fifty thousand pounds apiece, to bestow on two
immaculate members of our most august and incorruptible
senate, if he can find two in this virtuous age who will
condescend to accept his money. Well, we may be dupes
to French follies, but they are ten times greater fools to be
the dupes of our virtue. G-ood night.

Arlington Street, Oct. 18.

I brought this to town to-day for the Secretary's office,
and found yours of October 1st. Marshal Botta's advice of
ceding your palace to the Duke of York may be very proper,
but his Eoyal Highness, who is all good breeding and good
humour, will certainly not suffer it. Yet, I am not averse
to your making the offer, if it is still to make. Do you
know, my national pride is wonderfully gratified by the
Pope's humility and respect for whom we please to have

2 William Powell (1735-1769), whose popularity became so great as to
excite Garrick's jealousy.ung actor, who has turned the heads of the whole
